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Regional

SIUE alum finds great talent in Cuban artists
Among the most important – but oftentimes unsung – heroes of colleges and
universities are the alums. While their contributions may come in many shapes and
forms, their enthusiasm for their alma mater
is what sets them apart. One such person
is Diane Schrage. Born in East St. Louis,
she is a 1973 graduate of Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville with a bachelor’s
degree in mass communications. Today she
leads a non-profit organization called The
Art and Heritage Initiative. And as soon as
she heard of SIUE’s collaborative initiative
with the University of Havana in Cuba,
which includes bringing Cuban art to campus, she offered her unique expertise to the
project. You see Schrage has dealt before
with the intersection of art and Cold War
politics in a 2006 exhibition on the fall of
the Berlin Wall.
“I always think the arts always bring
foreign events like this in a more intriguing
fashion,” Schrage said. “More people are
apt to view it in theater or as visual art in a
gallery, or in a book, as opposed to in a class
that they are taking.”
Schrage recently visited Havana where
she had the opportunity to meet with local
artists and discuss the idea of bringing
Cuban art to the United States.
“I was there for 11 days and I just fell
in love with the country, the people, the
culture,” she said. “And they are so excited
to hear about Americans. It is a country
that should be viewed by everybody. It’s
just beautiful.” She said that she was very
impressed by the artistic spirit of the Cuban
people despite their lacking basic art supplies.
“The thing that amazed me was that the
artists there don’t have the supplies that
artists here in America have,” she said.
“They make do with what they can find.
They have such a passion for what they do.
Whatever they can find they use to communicate through their art. It’s all just beautiful.” While in Cuba, she met with officials
of the Havana Museum of Fine Arts and
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put on their walls is phenomenal and they
know it. It’s sad because the artists’ talent
should be recognized.” She said that she
often reflects about the future of the political relations between the two nations.
“The embargo will be lifted,” she said. “I
have no doubt on that. I don’t know when
but I hope soon. When that is lifted Cuba
will see a change in the country. I hope and
pray that that change will be for the good of
Cuba.” Still, she said that she marvels at the
quality of art being done in Cuba even without the monetary resources or rewards.
“The moment right now in Cuba is with
the artists who do art because of the passion, not because of the money,” Schrage
said. “That’s a unique thing. There are a
lot of artists out there in the world, and I
am not saying that they are insincere about
what they do, but would they still have the
passion to do it if they had to take what a
Cuban is paid? It’s their passion and they
perform it the best they can.” She said that
she believes that cultural exchanges like the
one she is working on will facilitate the normalization of relations between the United
States and Cuba.
“I think that’s the fastest way that the
embargo would come down, if you can get
as many Americans going to Cuba and seeing what it’s like and vice versa,” she said.
“The embargo needs to end and I think the
more that people are going there, the more
they are going to see what this culture has
to give to the world.”
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Diane Schrage (center) while visiting Havana riding a mini-taxi.
found it comparable with any other great
art museum in the world.
“One thing that I noticed in Cuba is
that everybody is extremely knowledgeable
about all forms of art, but that’s their life,
that’s like part of who they are,” Schrage
said. “They just have to participate. They

are very lovely and passionate people.”
Cuba is known for popular art that can be
found in many places and at very reasonable prices.
“The sad thing is the embargo,” Schrage
said about the now 50-year-old trade
embargo between the United States and

the island nation. “They are dependent
upon who comes to Cuba. Tourism is the
biggest industry in Cuba, so these tourists
that come in probably, from my point of
view, take advantage of this. They can buy
really great paintings with little money and
the talent that they fly back home with and

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

WATERSHED
Continued from Page 1
For additional information or to register a group for the Discovery Days
call 692-7578.
The evening's event is a moonlight hike from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. around
the trails at the Watershed Nature Center.
Just like the Discovery Days, this event is free and open to the public and
registration is only requested for groups of 10 or more.
According to Shaffer, this is a great opportunity to have a new experience
to visit the Watershed at night when the trails are normally closed.
"We're basically going to explore the Watershed at night," said Shaffer. "The
trails are open from sun up to sun down and people can come and walk the
trails any time on their own during daylight hours. Not many people get to
experience the Watershed at night. There are different animals out, there are
different sounds and you can possibly see different things."
The only thing people need to do is dress warmly, as the Watershed is usually a little cooler because of the water, and wear comfortable shoes to walk in.
It won't be a full moon, but there should still be light enough so flashlights
are not needed. Your eyes will adjust to the darkness.
"You really kind of get the feel what nocturnal animals feel," Shaffer said
During the walk there will be points where the group will stop and discuss
the type of animals one might see, some of the history of the Watershed and
a chance to bask in the moonlight.
"Who is out at night? Who will we find on the Moonlight Hike? Join us
and explore the forest, wetland, and prairie habitats at the Watershed Nature
Center," Shaffer said
For additional information or the register a group for the Moonlight Hike,
call 692-7578.
The Watershed Nature Center trails are open every day from dawn to
dusk and the welcome center is open from noon to 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays.

VILLAGE
Continued from Page 1
The event will begin at 6:30 a.m. – with setup scheduled to start at
5 a.m. All runners are expected to be off the course by 8 a.m.
The board also approved a motion that will allow Fire Chief Kevin
Flaugher and up three additional fire personnel to attend the Fire
Department Instructors Conference April 25 through 27 at a cost not
to exceed $1,200.
Village Clerk Jolene Henry read a letter to Gulledge and the village
from Glen Carbon Mayor Rob Jackstadt, thanking Maryville for its
assistance during a severe water main break on Jan. 29.
The letter read, “The village of Glen Carbon wishes to express a
sincere thank you for the assistance you provided in assuring our residents and businesses were provided with the quality and level of service they have come to expect from the village of Glen Carbon. While
this event was unusual, it provided an opportunity for communities,
individuals and agencies to come together to meet the needs of many.
On behalf of myself, the board of trustees, our staff and residents,
thank your for contribution. It was truly appreciated and made more
of a difference than you know.”
Gulledge also announced that a ribbon cutting ceremony will be
conducted at 9:30 a.m. Monday for the new office of Congressman
John Shimkus.
The office is located at 15 Professional Park in Maryville.

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1
Art Asadorian, who represents parts of Granite City, said that the
county should be focused more on gun shows than on individuals who
sell firearms from a catalog. “We have allowed it in the past, and unfortunately more and more people want to do it, so we have to go through
this,” he said.
Helen Hawkins, who also represents parts of Granite City, said the
issue has nothing to do with the Second Amendment. Instead, the focus
should be on background checks.
“Are they going to do a check on the people who buy the guns?" she
asked. “Because any kook can go out there and buy a gun. That’s the
problem.”
Gibbons assured her that federal firearms licensees must undergo
“strict background checks.” “What information is included in those
checks is up to law enforcement,” he said.

For the Intelligencer

For the kids
Edison’s Entertainment Complex was the place to be on Feb. 15 for fun and some serious fund raising. Two teams from CPA
firm Scheffel & Company, PC took time away from working on taxes to participate in the Big Brothers Big Sisters Bowl For Kids’
Sake campaign. Through their community volunteer initiative Scheffel Shares, Scheffel & Company, PC believes in supporting
community organizations like Big Brothers Big Sisters. The ten bowlers raised $1,957 to help pair children with caring mentors.
The agency serves youth facing adversity in Madison, St. Clair, Monroe and Clinton counties. For more information about Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois visit the website at www.bbbsil.org.

Arts&Music
Friday, Feb 22
Theo Peoples, Lumiere Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00
p.m.
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder, Sheldon
Concert Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
DJ Stan Da Man w/Jonezy, Overland Terrace,
Hearskra-z, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors 8:30
p.m.
Brazil, The Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville, 8:45
p.m.
The Book of Mormon, Fox Theatre, St. Louis,
8:00 p.m.
Lift Every Voice, Powell Symphony Hall, St.
Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration Day: A Tribute to Led Zeppelin,
The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Jake Miller w/ Marc goone, Cato, Firebird, St.
Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m.
Millenium, Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton, 8:00
p.m.
Carmina Burana, Touhill, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Inimical Drive w/Hung LIke A Martyr,
EvenBeforeMachines, Janes Reel, & The 45, Pop's,
Sauget, 7:00 p.m.
Brothers Lazaroff, Jump Starts, Cicero's,
University City, Doors 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, Feb 23
Paul Brown & The Killing Devils, Sheldon
Concert Hall, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Big George Brock and the New House
Rockers, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors 8:00
p.m.
Willie Akins/Montez Coleman Group, Jazz

at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30
p.m.
The Book of Mormon, Fox Theatre, St. Louis,
2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Chris Botti, Powell Symphony Hall, St.
Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration Day: A Tribute to Led Zeppelin,
The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Dots Not Feathers, Palace w/ Union Tree
Review, Wildeyed, Firebird, St. Louis, Doors
8:00 p.m.
Hoosier Daddy's, 3:00 p.m./ Millenium, 8:00
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Carmina Burana, Touhill, St. Louis, 8;00 p.m.
Meshuggah w/Animals As Leaders,
Intronaut, Pop's, Sauget, 7:00 p.m.
Clockwork, Steve Ewing, Blueberry Hill, St.
Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.Jeremy Deller: Joy in
People Exhibit, Contemporary Art Museum,
St. Louis, 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Runs through
April 28.
DDD&G, Edwardsville Arts Center,
Edwardsville, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Runs
through March 22.
New Media Series–William E. Jones: Killed,
St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through April 28.
PaperWork In, On, and Of Paper VI, Foundry
Art Centre, St. Charles, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Runs through March 22.
Edward Curtis: Visions of Native America,
St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through June 16.
The Progress of Love, Pulitzer Foundation
for the Arts, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,

Runs through April 20.
DaVinci Machines II: The Australian
Exhibition, Bank of America Plaza Building,
St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Runs through
May 31.
Georges Braque and the Cubist Still Life,
1928 - 1945, Kemper Art Museum, St. Louis,
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Runs through April
21.
The Rep presents Sense and Sensibility,
Loretto-Hilton Center Browning Mainstage,
St. Louis, 5:00 p.m.
Carmina Burana, Touhill Performing Arts
Center, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Distracted, Dunham Hall Theater, SIUE,
7:30 p.m.
The Black Rep presents The Mountaintop,
Grandel Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, Feb 24
Diz Strohman Big Band, Edwardsville American
Legion Post 199, Edwardsville, 3:00 p.m.
The Book of Mormon, Fox Theatre, St. Louis,
1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Winter Jam 2013, Scottrade Center, St. Louis,
6:00 p.m.
One More Round Presents Outlaw & Icon: An
Evening of Johnny Cash, The Pageant, St. Louis,
Doors 6:00 p.m.
Hoosier Daddy's, 2:00 p.m./ Ultraviolets, 7:00
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Carmina Burana, Touhill, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m.
(hed) p.e. w/Midwest Avengers, Terror
Troopaz, Pop's, Sauget, 6:30 p.m.

